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CASE OF IMPALEMENT UPON A HAY-HOOK. 


[Read before the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, July 27th, 1857, and communicated for 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


BY J. P. MAYNARD, M.D., DEDHAM, MASS, 


On the 9th of May last, I was called to a young girl (Miss G. W.), 
11 years of age, who in sliding down a hay-mow fell upon a hay- 
hook, the portion penetrating her body being of the shape repre- 
sented in the engraving, and of the size mentioned in its descrip- 
tion. The instrument ‘had entered just in front of the sphincter 
muscle—rupturing the perineum, perforating the fundus of the 
bladder, and, passing among the small intestines, made an external 
wound through the abdomen three fourths of an inch in width at 
the left side of the umbilicus. Being absent at the time of the 
accident, my friend Dr. Stimson was in the mean-while sent for, 
and had skilfully withdrawn the weapon just previous to my arri- 
val. At the request of the family, the patient was placed under 
my care. 

I found her extremely prostrated, with a scarcely perceptible 
pulse, great jactitation, and in a state of collapse. Stimulants 
were promptly administered, and continued at regular intervals. 
During the night she had slightly rallied, though the extremities 
were still cold. Violent and frequent vomiting had protruded a 
portion of the omentum through the wound at the navel, which 
was with difficulty returned within the integuments, and the open- 
ing being then securely closed with collodion, it did not again es- 
cape, though the vomiting continued for some hours afterward. 

On visiting her the next morning at an early hour, the pulse was 
found to have gained slightly in strength, the skin had become 
somewhat warmer, and re-action was evidently taking place. Some 
tenderness of the abdomen existing, hot fomentations were kept 
constantly applied. 

Deeming it of the first importance to keep the intestines in a 
quiescent state, repeated doses of the sulphate of morphia were 
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administered for that purpose, and were successful in restraining 
any natural evacuation for a period of seven days, at the expira. 
tion of which time it was thought safe to allow them to be moved 
by injection. 


A. Supposed extent of penetration. Length of portion supposed to have penetrated abdomen, 
eleven inches. 
* Diameter across, nearly two inches. 
. Five and a half inches from point to end of hook. 

The patient had not, since the accident, passed any water 
through the urethra, but the urine constantly dribbled through the 
ruptured bladder and discharged itself, together with what was 
apparently fecal matter, from the small intestines, into one cloaca, 
through the vagina. From time to time narrow thread-like strips 
of cellular tissue (probably from the walls of the bladder) protrud. 
ed through the vagina, one or two of which being found adherent 
at their distal extremity, were not withdrawn, but were allowed 
to slough off. 

On the fifth day from the accident, symptoms of peritoneal in- 
flammation made their appearance, which in spite of treatment in- 
creased to an alarming extent, but at the end of thirty-six hours 
began to yield. The pulse eradually fell from 150 to 98, and the 
abdomen, to which the weight of a single sheet had been previ- 
ously uncomfortable, would now bear a slight pressure of the hand 
without pain. The urine continued to discharge itself exclusively 
through the wound in the bladder, while the amount of what ap- 
peared to be partially elaborated fees, diminished daily. 

As soon as the extreme soreness and lacerated condition of the 
parts had sufficiently subsided to permit, 1 passed a small-sized 
gum-elastic catheter through the urethra, withdrawing a very small 
amount of urine, and left it to prevent the urine accumulating and 
thereby interfering with the union of the edges of the fistula. 
This being occasionally repeated, the amount passing through the 
false opening daily decreased. 

During the third week, the patient steadily improved, and all 
the symptoms of imminent danger were disappearing. when, on 
the twentieth day, she was attacked with severe and sudden pain 
midway between the umbilicus and pubes, which continued through- 
out the night. Anodynes and external appliances slightly relieved 
the pain, but still there was great tenderness to the touch, the 
pulse was 150, the tongue gr eatly coated, and the appetite extinct. 
During the succeeding twenty-four hours a remission of the symptoms 
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occurred—the pulse falling to 120, the countenance less anxious, 
and the tongue more moist and clean. Everything again progress- 
ed favorably, and at the end of a month from the date of the acci- 
dent, she was able to sit up one half of the day. The discharges 
from the vagina were less frequent, the bladder being able to re- 
tain all the urine secreted during a period of twelve hours, before 
any would escape through the wound. 

The patient having sufliciently recruited to admit of attempting, 
by surgical means, the closure of the internal fistula, I decided to 
endeavor to favor the agglutination of the hardened edges thereof, 
by means of cautcrization with the nitrate of silver. Accordingly, | 
on the 11th of June, having chloroformed tie patient, I introduced 
within the vagina a small bivalve speculum, of about five eighths of 
aninch in diameter whenclosed. I found the mucous membrane of 
the vagina in an inflamed condition, the laceration in the bladder 
plainly visible, and above, and to the rear of this, what appeared 
to be the wound connecting with the intestines. The effects of 
the chloroform beginning to subside, prevented further investiga- 
tion; the vesico-vaginal fistula, however, I freely cauterized, as 
well as the other wounded surface. During the succeeding twenty- 
four hours, some pain was experienced from the caustic applica- 
tions; otherwise, the patient remained in a comfortable condition. 

After the ecauterization, the urine passed freely through the ure- 
thra and none through the fistula, and there were no further ap- 
pearances of anything resembling intestinal seeretions. 

June 21st.—Ten days having elapsed without the oceurrence of 
any unnatural discharges through the vagina, and the patient being 
able to ride and walk without inconvenience, she was deemed con- 
yalescent, and further regular attendance ceased. 

July 17th.—I have now to add to the above notes on this inter- 
esting and anomalous case, that for three or four days the patient 
has been troubled with some diarrhcea, and makes complaint of 
occasional sharp pains in the abdominal region. Astringents em- 
ployed and continued for two or three days have no control over 
the discharges (tincture of muriate of iron, acetate of lead, opium 
and ipecac, and opiate injections). They rather increase in number 
and quantity. Vomiting now succeeds the diarrhoea and becomes 
extreme and constant, and all remedies are ineffectual to allay it 
(creosote, hydrocyanic acid, sinapisms to stomach, &c.). Even 
small lumps of ice occasion vomiting, and everything is rejected, 
whether administered by the mouth or rectum. The peculiar 
pinched expression of the face announces impending dissolution, 
which occurred on the 23d of July. 

A post-mortem examination was made on the succeeding day, 
twenty-four hours after decease, by Dr. J. B. 8. Jackson and Dr. 
Calvin Ellis. The following account of it is furnished by Dr. 
Jackson. 


ad 
ny 
As 
a, 
8 
d- 
at 
nh- 
n- 
d 
ly 
d 
ll 
d 
1. 
ll 
n 

n 

l- 

d 

t. 

§ 


32 Case of Impalement upon a Hay-Hook. 


Externally, nothing unusual was found, excepting the laceration 
of the perineum and the cicatrix near the umbilicus. 

In the upper and anterior part of the vagina an opening was 
found that communicated with the bladder not far from its outlet; 
it was direct, and, when forced open, not more than two lines in 
diameter ; edges ‘smooth, firm, and perfectly cicatrized. Left to 
itself, it appeared upon the vaginal surface like a marked indenta. 
tion, and amongst the folds of the bladder it might readily have 
been overlooked. 

The bladder contained a calculus, but no urine nor feces. Its 
parietes were quite thick and muscular, and its inner surface of a 
dull-red color, and smeared with a moderate quantity of a whitish, 
puriform secretion. At the fundus it adhered to the small intes. 
tine to the extent of about one third of an inch, and at this part 
it felt quite thin. 


The point at which the intestine adhered to the bladder was: 


three feet and one inch from the ccecum; and it was very slightly 
folded or gathered in upon itself, the folds being externally adhe. 
rent to each other. Amongst these folds was a direct opening 
from the intestine into the bladder, and about as large as that from 
the vagina. 

A portion of the omentum, about half an inch in diameter, was 
found between the rectus muscle and the cicatrix above referred 
to. It was closely adherent to the surrounding fat, and to the 
opening in the muscle through which it passed. Within the abdo- 
men, also, the portion of omentum with which the above was 
connected, adhered to some extent from the opening in the muscle 
upward. 

The above adhesion, and the one between the intestine and blad. 
der, were old and strong. Some portion of intestine also adhered 
in the pelvic cavity ; but it readily separated on handling the parts, 
and the point of adhesion, for it was nothing more, could not be 
discovered. These were all the old adhesions that existed, and 
there were no traces of recent inflammation. There were, how- 
ever, a few spots in the pelvis and about the adherent portion of 
intestine, apparently a mere discoloration of the serous surface; 
they were one or two lines in diameter, quite defined, and of a 
coal-black color. 

In the cellular tissue of the pelvis, upon the left side, between 
the muscles and the internal organs, and about as high up as the 
upper part of the vagina, there was found a trace of healthy pus; 
but the inflammation was very limited in extent, and confined to the 
above tissue. 

No other appearances were found connected with the injury, the 
rectum being perfectly healthy, and the vagina sufficiently so, ex- 
cepting the opening into the bladder. The other organs of the 
abdomen, and also those of the thorax, were carefully examined; 
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but nothing unusual was found, excepting a moderate development, 
and to a considerable extent, of the solitary glands of the small 
intestine. 

Analysis of the Calculus, by Dr. Bacox.—The calculus weighed 
eight and three fourths grains, before the removal of a portion for 
analysis. It measures three eighths of an inch in thickness and 
nearly three fourths in length. The exterior is rough, with small 
tubercular projections. 

On section, the calculus proves to be hollow. The shell is about 
a line in thickness, and is composed of triple phosphate and phos- 
phate of lime, with considerable animal matter. The large cavity 
within contains only a thin, shrivelled membrane, loosely adherent 
to the walls. 


To the question, what was the probable origin of the stone found 
in the bladder, Dr. Cabot replied that he had, in several instances, 
seen calcareous masses come away with the shreds of membrane 
after the operation for vesico-vaginal fistula; he had never seen a 
perfect shell like the one in this case, and suggested that it might 
have formed around a slough at first suspended from the fundus 
of the bladder by a slender membranous thread, it afterward be- 
coming detached. 

Dr. Bacon remarked that the stone was evidently one of rapid 
formation. 

Dr. Maynard, in this connection, made allusion to cases of a 
similar nature that had been from time to time reported. One of 
the most recent of these, the Society are familiar with, occurring 
in the practice of Dr. Sargent, of Worcester, and reported by him 
in October, 1853. A number of hay-hook eases, by Dr. Z. Howe, of 
Billerica, were published in the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal in March, 1840. There are also some remarkable insiances 
of impalement by various means which were referred to by Dr. 
Coale, at the October meeting of this Society in 1856. 

On referring to the above-named cases, as well as other sources, 
I find none that so closely resembles in some points the one I have 
reported, as that mentioned in the Dict. des Sciences Med., p. 46, 
also alluded to by Columbat d’Isere. A young woman, 20 years 
old, sliding down a hay-cock, fell upon a sharp stick armed with a 
lateral hook, the handle resting on the ground—a_ hay-hook being 
evidently described, the size and form being similar to the one 
represented in the drawing. In the case quoted, however, the 
weapon only penetrated about six inches, and there was no evi- 
dence of any serious injury being inflicted. 

In comparing all the recorded cases to which I have been able 
to obtain access, with the one I have presented, its peculiar fea- 
ture seems to consist in the number of organs and tissues involved 
in the laceration, the apparent recovery from the effects of the in- 
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juries, the subsequent relapse, and death after the prolonged period 
of seventy-three days from the accident. 


CASES OF SPASM OF THE GLOTTIS. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Messrs. Epirors,—I send you the following cases of spasm of 

the glottis. Should you deem them worthy of notice, you are at 

liberty to publish them. Yours, &e. IrA M.D. 
Natick, May 14th, 1857. 


Case I.—In June, 1847, I was called in consultation to sce a 
child, a boy, six months old, well developed, with dark hair and 
eyes; he had been weaned, the mother having nursing sore mouth, 
The child was fed principally on cows’ milk; had always appeared 
well, with the exception of some derangement of the bowels and 
the peculiar difficulty for which I was consulted. 

The attacks to which he was subject, were called by the mother 
“ choking turns.” They occurred suddenly, without any warning; 
and the child partially, and sometimes wholly lost its breath. The 
eyes became prominent and staring, the face was flushed, the head 
thrown backward, and the whole countenance indicative of great 
distress. After struggling a minute or two, the child made an in- 
spiration, accompanied by a peculiar crowing, croup-like sound, 
when after crying a few minutes it appeared as well as ever. On 
certain days it would have a dozen such attacks, and then, during 
several days, it would be free from them. The supposition was, 
that the difficulty was caused by the irritation of dentition; and 
alteratives, laxatives, antispasmodics and scarification of the gums, 
were therefore ordered. The symptoms, without seeming to be 
very much controlled by medicine, gradually improved; and by 
September the spasms had entirely disappeared and the child 
seemed to be perfectly well. It continued so for nearly two 
mouths, when the spas:ns returned, with greater severity and fre- 
quency, and it died in a general conv ulsion, having been, half an 
hour before death, apparently well. 

Case IL—My own child, born February 18th, 1848—a well de- 
veloped and apparently healthy girl. When about three hours old, 
the nurse and mother noticed it had a choking turn, with a peculiar 
crowing inspiration. Similar attacks were observed by the nurse 
and mother, occasionally, for two or three months; they, however, 
thought them of little consequence. In June, when the child 
was four months old, I for the first time saw it have an attack, and 
at once recognized the similarity between it and the other case | 
had seen. At this time the child appeared perfectly well. All 
the organs of the body seemed to be in good order. I took espe- 
cial pains to observe the condition of the bowels, pulse, heat, &c., 


BY 
mee: 
H 
H 
i 
q 
Se if 
| 
q 
hi 
q 
il 
q 
a 
q 
qi 
= 


od 


of 
at 


Cases of Spasm of the Gilottis. 35 


and could discover no derangement. She had never been ill a day 
during her life. These attacks continued to occur for several 
weeks (perhaps a dozen in all), and then ceased until September, 
when they returned. Sometimes the attack would occur without 
any warning or exciting cause, when she was playing in the cradle, 
or when first awaking out of quiet sleep; at other times they were 
caused by fright, vexation, crying or laughing. When attacked, 
the countenance became suddenly suffused, the eyes prominent and 
staring, a struggle ensued, and inspiration was then accomplished, 
attended by the peculiar crowing sound, which, once heard, would 
never be forgotten. The attacks continued to increase in frequen- 
cy and severity, there sometimes being twenty or more in a day; 
and then there would be an interval of two or three days, in which 
she would be free from them. In November, an attack resulted in 
general convulsions, caused apparently by the continued closure 
of the glottis. The convulsions lasted two or three minutes, when 
relaxation oceurred, and inspiration was effected with the usual 
croup-like sound. Insensibility lasted for half an hour. During 
the convulsions, the thumbs were turned inward upon the palms 
of the hands, and firmly grasped by the fingers, and the toes were 
contracted upon the soles of the feet. 

Up to this time, her general health had been good; but subse- 
quently the attacks occasionally terminated in convulsions, and her 
general health began to decline; the carpo-pedal contractions be- 
came more constant; the spasms were aggravated by any indispo- 
sition—by colds, the irritation of teething, &c. Finally, cerebral 
symptoms became manifest, and she died when fourteen months 
old, worn out with the spasms and general convulsions. 

Remarks.—During the first eight months of her life, she was ap- 
parently perfectly well. There were no signs of disease, either 
functional or organic, except the spasms. Previous to the occur- 
rence of the convulsions, in November, I had given but little medi- 
cine. I had applied nitrate of silver to the fauces, given aperients 
and antispasmodies, and scarified the gums. After the occurrence 
of the convulsions, my treatment was more active. I applied cro- 
ton oil to the spine, leeches to the head, and gave alteratives, ca- 
thartics, opiates, and antispasmodics of every variety, none of 
which seemed to exert much control over the disease. 

Case II[.—In the summer of 1849, my wife was visiting a friend, 
who had a child, a boy four months old, remarkably stout and 
healthy. While she was there, the child had what its mother call- 
ed choking turns. My wife recognized the disease at once as a 
spasm of the glottis, and remarked that the boy had the same 
difficulty that had caused the death of her own child. The mother 
replied that it frequently had such turns; but as it grew so finely 
and appeared so well, she thought but little of them. This child 
was put under my care, and its history is very similar to that of 
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my own child, death resulting when fourteen months old, from ce- 
rebral disease inducing general convulsions. 

Remark.—There was no evidence of any organic disease, gene- 
ral or local, until the appearance of cerebral disease. 

Case IV.—In March, 1856, I was applied to by a very intelli- 
gent gentleman, the father of a large family, who informed me that 
he had a boy, eight months old, who was suffering from some sin- 
gular difficulty. After hearing his description, I at once recog- 
nized the disease. Soon after, I saw the child. It was large, quite 
fleshy, with bright black eyes, light hair, fair complexion, short thick 
neck, evidently of a strumous diathesis. It had been suffering 
from the “strange turns,” as its mother designated them, about 
three months. It was also suffering from a cold and derangement 
of the bowels, such as usually accompany dentition. I gave it 
Dover’s powders and hyd. ec. creta, to regulate its bowels; syrup 
assafcetida and valerianate of zinc, as an antispasmodic. Under 
this and similar treatment it improved, until taken down with the 
measles, which aggravated all its symptoms, and from which it 
barely escaped with its life. Recovering from the measles, it be- 
gan to improve again. The valerianate of zine and syrup of assa- 
foetida were continued, and the child was confined to the breast. 
In five or six weeks the spasms entirely disappeared. After con- 
fining the child to the breast, it was less fleshy, and continued so 
until weaned, when it began to be more fleshy again. In Novem- 
ber, the child appearing very rugged and well, there was a return 
of the spasms, seeming to be induced by a eold; there was also 
occasionally wheezing and some difficulty in breathing. Some days 
during the winter, he appeared quite well, his appetite very good 
nearly all the time. Then, again, there would be a return of the 
spasms, every few minutes, both when awake and when asleep. In 
March he got worse, had several convulsions, and died March 234d, 
instantly, while on the carpet at play, having appeared better that 
day than usual. 

The spasms in this case were attended by the same croup-like 
inspiration as in the other cases. The carpo-pedal contractions 
were present in all the cases. 

Autopsy.—An autopsy was made by Dr. Blanchard, of Sherborn, 
and myself. The cervical glands were enlarged. The aperture 
of the rima glottidis was small, not larger than a No. 5 bougie. The 
tonsils were also enlarged. The lungs, and all the internal visce- 
ra, appeared to be perfectly healthy. The thymus gland weighed 
half an ounce. 

REmarks.—I am aware that spasm of the glottis has been fully 
described by writers on diseases of children, and it is probable 
that no new fact has been revealed by the above cases. But in 
my intercourse with physicians, I have met with but few who have 
seen any cases of the kind. Of five cases seen by me, one reco- 
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vered, and four died—two suddenly by suffocation from a closure 
of the glottis, and two by cerebral disease. The treatment which 
seemed to exert the most influence over the disease, was that by 
cathartics and antispasmodics. 


ARSENIC AND STILLINGIA IN DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 


{Read before the Suffolk District Medical Society, July 25th, 1857, and communicated for the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal.} 


BY WM. M. CORNELL, M.D., OF BOSTON, 


Tue case of impetigo presented at a late monthly meeting of this 
Society, for medical improvement, together with its arsenical con- 
stitutional treatment, has suggested to the writer the following 
thoughts, and they are now presented to this meeting, not for the 
purpose of arraigning the treatment in that particular case, or the 
usual treatment in the whole tribe of cutaneous diseases. The 
writer is aware that arsenical preparations have long been the 
prevalent and orthodox treatment in this class of diseases, as the 
mercurials formerly were in syphilis and iritis, and still are to 
some extent. But he must be allowed to differ somewhat widely 
from such routine practice. Custom may lead to bad, as well as 
to good practice. Within the memory of some present, it was 
customary to use venesection in a hundred cases, where it is now 
employed in not more than a single case. Then, no physician 
could omit the letting of blood in a case of severe injury, or 
of pneumonia, or in most fevers, without incurring the reproach of 
being an “irregular practitioner,’ or a “'Thomsonian,” or re- 
ceiving some other quackish epithet. _Now—that is, within the last 
few years—Dr. Badeley, of the Royal College of Physicians, Lon- 
don, in his Lumleian Leetures, has dared to come down upon the 
practice of bleeding, and to denounce Dr. Rush, with whom that . 
practice in America specially originated, as peculiarly “ blood- 
thirsty’; and Dr. John McCall, of Utica, N. Y., in his address de- 
livered in 1855 before the New York State Medical Society—a 
most respectable body of medical men—dared to say, “It is now 
just fourteen years this month since I have bled a patient by the 
arm, or abstracted blood in any way, except in a few cases by cup- 
ping and leeching. The good people of Utica have no blood to 
lose, except in the service of their country, and I trust no such oc- 
casion will occur in my day.” But this may suffice for venesection, 
as but few among us now resort to it on any occasion. 

As to cutaneous diseases, arsenic has long been the general con- 
stitutional remedy. That this medicine may be given for a series 
of months, possibly for years, without any permanent injury, to 
some patients, and that under its use the cutaneous disease may 
disappear, I have not the least doubt. I have still as little doubt 
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but that in other cases it inflicts lasting injury upon the patient, 
without removing the original disease ; and the question is, whether 
we are not quite. as likely to succeed i in removing that disease with 
other and less injurious agents, as with this potent remedy. [I 
have long believed such to be the fact, and will now adduce some 
of the proof. 

In 1846, what is now called The Charleston Medical Journal, 
was started, and was then called The Southern Journal of 
Medicine and Pharmacy. In the first volume, page 617, we have 
an article by H. R. Frost, M.D., of Charleston, upon the alterative 
properties of Stillingia Sylvatica (Queen’s Delight). Dr. Frost 
says, “ this article has been in use many years, and reports of its 
effects still reach our ears from legitimate and illegitimate sources.” 
He gives the following description of the plant. Class, Moneecia 
Monodelphia. Natural order, E uphorbiacez. Root—large, woody, 
perennial. Stem—herbaceous, two to three fect high. Grows in 
dry sandy soils, and flowers in May and June. The part employ- 
ed is the root. It grows in abundance in South Carolina and Geor- 
gia. Few vegetable productions, in their recent state, exhibit 
more power, concentrated in a small compass, or exercise an influ- 
ence more energetic upon the particular organs to which they are 
applied, and through them to the system generally. So eating 
is this action exerted upon the capillary and secreting vessels, 
changing their morbid states or conditions, and thereby ieee 
to a new and more healthy action, that in this respect it is nearly 
allied to mercury, exerting an influence little inferior, in many 
cases, and in others greatly to be preferred. It is the power 
which mereury possesses to change the action of the secretingves- 
sels, which renders it so valuable an agent, and, in my opinion, 
the Stillingia is not very far its inferior. The operation of this 
article extends further—it exerts an influence upon the lymphatic 
vessels which mercury cannot equal, and is therefore an important 
inedicine in its diseases.” “If we open a drawer in which the re- 
cent root has been kept, we are sensible of an odor, extremely 
strong and acrimonious, and rather of a disagreeable character. Its 
taste is also pungent, and leaves on the root of the tongue and 
fauces an irritating and biting impression, exciting a flow of 
saliva. The juice of the root, applied to the surface, and rubbed 
upon it, oceasions smarting and irritation. If we remain in a close 
room where the root is being boiled, and the vapor passes into the 
room, a sense of sickness at the stomach is excited, with a dispo- 
sition to discharge saliva, with headache and other unpleasant 
syinptoms.” 

“From the above, we recognize that the plant will present a 
close alliance to the most active of the Euphorbiacez. In its irri- 
tating operation upon the surface, it is not much inferior to the oil of 
Croton Tiglium, and, in its emetic and cathartic operations, superior 
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to the Euphorbia Ipecacuanha and the Euphorbia Corollata. From 
its alliance with these plants, its activity might be inferred, and 
this has heen fully verified by experiments.” 

“ [t possesses considerable emetic power, and is usually resorted 
to on this account by the residents of the country. A single trans- 
verse slice of the recent root, about the size of a sixpence, chewed 
and swallowed, is followed by considerable heat in the mouth and 
fauces, extending down the cesophagus, with burning in the stomach, 
nausea, and increased flow of saliva. The uneasiness continues, 
and, in persons who are susceptible to the operation of emeties, 
vomiting follows.” 

[t has a stimulant and alterative operation. It has proved valu- 
able in scrofula. It has been administered in substance, in pills, 
or a thin transverse slice of the root, or in infusion, sweetened 
with sugar or syrup, and in the form of tincture. As the article 
loses its virtue by keeping, these modes of adiinistration are ob- 
jectionable. The plan which has been found most eflicacious to 
preserve its strength, and most agreeable for administration, is, to 
extract the juice of the recent root, by pounding the same, express- 
ing and straining, mixing, in determinate proportions, with the 
best treacle, bottling, aud preserving for use. The dose to be ad- 
ministered must be regulated by the effects. 

It is in chronic diseases and chronic inflammations that the effi- 
cacy of the Stillingia is best manifested, and, more particularly, in 
the long train of consequences which follow syphilis, and in cases 
where the blood has become contaminated. Its reputation, in the 
secondary and tertiary forms, is well sustained, and of the many 
boasted nostrums for the cure of these cases, few will be found 
more deserving of a trial. 

Dr. Thomas Y. Simons has also given us the following case of 
this disease, in which the Stillingia was beneficial. “The patient 
was a little girl, who had an enlargement of the tibia, to such a 
degree as to deprive her of all power of motion. Enlargements 
also existed in various other parts of the body, resembling nodes ; 
upon the olecranon process, upon the head, and one, in particular, 
upon the forehead, of the size of an egg. The bones of the nose 
were much affected, insomuch as to cause a considerable depres- 
sion. The condition of this patient was in a high degree distress- 
ing; seated in a chair, with the limbs contracted and swollen, she 
bid fair to pass a miserable and protracted existence, a burden to 
herself, and a source of anguish, distress and trouble to her pa- 
rents. Various remedies, alterative and mercurial, had been 
tried by a physician long in attendance, with but little benefit. Dr. 
Simons, being at length consulted, determined upon a trial of the 
Stillingia. The infusion was employed. R. Recent Stillingia root, 
3 iv.; water, fbi., simmered till one third was dissipated. This 
quantity was drank during the twenty-four hours in such doses as 
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not to nauseate the stomach in any degree. The medicine wag 
continued some months, and, at the expiration of several, she was 
so much improved as to be able to move about with the aid of 
a stick, have the free use of her limbs, and the swellings, par- 
ticularly that on the forehead, considerably reduced. The patient 
has every appearance, at the present time, of being speedily re- 
stored to a considerable degree of health.” 

An excellent diet drink, much improved upon the old “ Decoe- 
tion of the Woods,” may be made of the following articles. R, 
Stillingia root recent, 3iv.; sarsaparilla, cut fine, thi.; spruce 
shavings, thiss.; sassafras root, 3 vi.; water, one gallon. Boil, in 
a close vessel, a sufficient time to extract the virtues of the arti- 
cles. Water may be added as it evaporates, and it may be finally 
reduced to two quarts. To this, sugar or treacle is added, and 
the whole simmered to the consistence of syrup. 

The saturated tincture of the Stillingia may be added to the 
decoction of the other ingredients, after boiling them, as its virtue 
consists very much in a volatile principle. The dose, for an adult, 
will be from half an ounce to an ounce. 

In the third volume of the same Journal, we have an article upon 
the virtues of the Stillingia root by Dr. Thomas Y. Simons, Port 
Physician and Chairman of the Board of Health of Charleston, S. 
C. In this paper he refers to one which he published in the Ameri- 
can Medical Recorder, Philadelphia, in April, 1828. Dr. Simons 
here more than confirms the favorable report of Dr. Frost, re 
specting the medicinal value of this article. 

I have used it in a large number of cutaneous and other chronic 
diseases, and, I think, with decided benefit. Ihave employed it in 
dyspepsia, and in cases of loss of tone in the stomach, in general 
debility, and in numerous diseases of the skin; and I fully concur 
in the following declaration of Dr. Simons, who says, “I have used 
this plant for twenty years, and have found it the best vegetable 
alterative, separate or combined with sarsaparilla, especially when 
mercury is inadmissible, or to counteract the ill effects of mercury.” 

I would not say that it will answer all the purposes of mercury or 
arsenic, but in my hands it has done well, and it is not open to the 
objections which are made, and often justly made, to their use, and 
I think we are bound to use the safest article, if it will answer the 
purpose. 

I have referred to the practice of bleeding, which was once gene- 
ral but is now mostly discontinued. I might refer to other changes 
in medical practice, for instance as it respects the use of mercury. 
Time was, when it was believed that mercury was the only resource 
in tritis ; but a member of this Society has shown that this may 
be safely treated and removed without mercury. 

For the year or two past, I have given the Stillingia, prepared 
from this root as the quinine is from the Peruvian bark. This is 
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given in alterative doses, of from one to two or three grains, twice 
or thrice a day. This is the dose for adults, and proportionally 
smaller doses for children, according to the age. In this form, it 
has been a successful medicine, and one which, I think, the mem- 
bers of this Society will find fully worth a trial, where an altera- 
tive medicine is needed. 

I have referred to the change of treatment by Dr. Williams in 
iritis, and I now close this article by quoting the following from 
his able paper. “ Whoever proposes an important deviation from 
the canonical precepts of our profession, is bound to justify his in- 
novation by more than a mere array of statistics, given on his own 
authority, stating that a given course has been pursued in a given 
number of cases, with such and such results.” In the justness of 
this remark, I fully concur, and in the beneficial use of the Stillin- 
gia have given the twenty years’ experience of Dr. Simons, and the 
corroborating testimony of Dr. Frost, with my own experience. 

The wisdom of the following remark from the same writer will, 
I think, be acknowledged by all: “If we can safely spare our pa- 
tients the infliction of hheroic remedies, from the effects of which 
they may be months in recovering, we confer a great benefit on 
them, and obtain another triumph for our profession.” 


THE -BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, AUGUST 13, 1857. 


DR. CAMPBELL’S CLAIM AS OF THE EXCITO-SECRETORY 

We have received from Dr. Henry Fraser Campbell, of Augusta, 
Ga., a printed letter, addressed to Dr. Marshall Hall, claiming for 
the writer the priority as the discoverer of the excito-secretory sys- 
tem of nerves. This letter was written in consequence of an announce- 
ment made by Dr. Marshall Ilall, in the Lancet, in March last, of ‘a 
system or sub-system of excito-secretory nerves,’ analogous to the 
‘‘excito-motory system,”’ previously discovered by him. Dr. Camp- 
bell quotes from a paper read by him before the Medical Society of 
Augusta, Ga., in May, 1850, to prove that the idea of the excito-se- 
cretory function of the nervous system was there publicly announced 
by him. He also shows that he recorded a special claim of priority 
in reference to the discovery of the reflex relation subsisting between 
the cerebro-spinal and sympathetic system of nerves, at a meeting of 
the American Medical Association, held at New York, May 3d, 1853, 
and on divers other occasions. Dr. Campbell was first led to this dis- 
covery by an attentive observation of the phenomena of cholera infan- 
tum. Reflecting on the frequent co-existence of this disease with the 
process of dentition, the idea suggested itself to him that the ex- 
cessive secretion from the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal 
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might be a reflex action following an irritation of the fifth pair, acting 
through the sympathetic. 

Dr. Campbell’s letter was published, with remarks by Dr. Marshall 
Hall, in the Lancet for May 2d. In acknowledging Dr. Campbell’s 
claim to the discovery and naming of the ‘‘ excito-secretory system,” 
the distinguished English physiologist claims for M. Claude Bernard 
the merit of having first demonstrated it experimentally, and renoun- 
ces all credit for himself, except that of ‘the vast generalization of 
excito-secretory action throughout the system.’’ THe says, ‘‘ It would 
be unjust to deny that Dr. Campbell has the merit of having first call- 
ed attention to the excito-secretory sub-system, in the year 1850, 
and that he imposed this very designation in 1853.””_ ‘* But Dr. Camp- 
bell’s observations will be seen to be limited to pathology, and indeed 
to dentition, and are the result of mere observation, with an occasional 
glance at physiology ; no physiological instance of the latter being ad- 
duced distinctly or emphatically. Now, all M. Claude Bernard’s la- 
bors are experimental, and of the most recondite character.” “TI ar- 
rive at this conclusion: the idea and designation of an excito-secretory 
action belong to Dr. Campbell, but his details are limited to pathology 
and observation. The elaborate experimental demonstration of reflex 
excito-secretory action, is the result of the experimental labors of M. 


Claude Bernard.”’ 


CRIMINAL ABORTION—THE NEW HAMPSHIRE MEDICAL JOURNAL. 

Tae New Hampshire Journal, for August, has an excited and vio- 
lent reply to the article in our 23d of July issue, to three-quarters of 
which we vouchsafe no answer or notice—it being decidedly beneath 
us. To its charges of ‘‘ coarseness, vulgar abuse, attempts at bully- 
ing,’ &c., we will oppose that ‘calm and pitying silence’? which it 
recommends as suitable for an ‘‘angry man.’”? Llaving also fully ex- 
plained our own position in regard to the points under discussion, we 
have nothing more to say relatively to the Iukewarmness and silence 
with which our amiable cotemporary credits us, than that its accusa- 
tions appear to us very absurd. 

To the question whether we are “ prepared to quarrel’’ with all 
who have thought that ‘‘B.,’’ in this discussion, has been “heretical 
alike to truth and good morals,’’ we may say, that we have not, thus 
far, considered the matter—perhaps we will, when the weather is 
cooler. At all events, we are satisfied that ‘ B.”’ can reply, if he 
chooses, to any accusation which implicates his truthfulness and mo- 
rality—and we are not ‘our brother’s keeper.” It is not true, how- 
ever, that the authorship of ‘ B.’s”’ article was ‘‘ almost compulsorily 
acknowledged at a Medical Society’s meeting ;’’ it was openly and 
honorably avowed ; and would have been at an carlier stage of that 
very meeting, had not the senior Editor of this Journal felt obliged to 
reply immediately to the charges then and there made upon the 
Journal. | 

We care very little for the reiteration of the accusation ‘ of vari- 
ance from our former bold stand,” &c.; being willing to abide judg- 
ment herein from all who care to pass it. 

We entirely concur with the New Hampshire Journal in its opinion 
that ‘‘an open misunderstanding ’”’ between ‘two professional Jour 
nals seeking, as in this instance, the same end, a great public reform,” 
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is to be regretted. But it is not our fault—and it is something more 
than a misunderstanding. It is a direct libel upon us, both as regards 
our views and intentions, and the burden of attack surely lies at the 
door of the New Hampshire Journal. 

As to our ‘claiming’ to be gentlemen, that would be to raise a 
question of the fact ; we are not aware of having done this. If, how- 
ever, our claim rest only upon not having written what the New 
Hampshire Journal terms our ‘‘late coarse editorial,” we must be 
content to forfeit it. The editorial was bona fide. Excuse us for an- 
other ‘‘ heavy Latin quotation,’”’ not intended, by the way, to “ put 
down”’ any one. 

The imputation of bitterness and disgraceful assault, insult, &c., is 
a somewhat flowery description of the style of our article. We are 
happy to be able to state, however, as in a degree an offset, that many 
of our most eminent and respected brethren here, and unsolicited, 
entirely justify both its tone and sentiments. 

The New Hampshire Journal should also acquire a habit of citing 
correctly. We «did not use the term ‘enemies country’’—we dis- 
tinctly wrote “ neighbor’s country,”’ and it is so printed. The differ- 
ence seems to be that our excited critic has called us enemies, whilst 
we considered ourselves as neighbors ; somewhat rudely dealt with, 
it is true, but still not wholly inimical. 

We decline, equally with the New Hampshire Journal, all further 
controversy. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Tue Massachusetts Medical Benevolent Society met at its rooms in 
Temple Place, at 4 o’clock, P.M., for the transaction of official busi- 
ness, and at 8 o’clock, P.M., at the Revere House, for the transaction 
of another business. Here, at table, were between fifty and sixty 
gentlemen, with an ‘ how-d’ ye-do ” acquaintance generally, and with 
more or less particular understanding of individuals. But we were 
all of one mind, in one place, and this allowed of a fair prognosis 
that we would enjoy ourselves—and we certainly did. If this had 
been made a question, and had been put to vote, not a dissentient 
voice would have been heard in the out-spoken, universal or parliamen- 
tary, aye. It was, of all others, the most perfectly free, untrammelled 
assembly. There was indeed a President, or rather a Vice—no mis- 
construction of his name, gentle reader—but it was a pro forma head 
only, giving completeness to the mass, but leaving every individual 
of that mass pretty much to himself—each being a self-president ; not 
elected, exactly, but feeling deeply conscious that he would so pre- 
side over himself as not to let the least possible amount of dulness, 
nor the least appearance of preparation show itself in anything he 
said. Spontaneity was the order of the night, and if ever a rule of 
conduct, of thought, or of word was observed, it was on that stormy 
night of the 30th, when the outside elements had their will, but were 
not dreamed of at the Revere. This made the charm of the meeting. 
One having in his mouth or hand some pleasant article of food, was 
called on for a speech. He immediately arose, walked to the head of 
the table, and in the midst of a gentle mastication of what was ready 
for that function, spake his eloquent word. It was pleasant, amidst 
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the running applause, to see how faithfully he furnished material for 
continuing that process, without in the least disturbing his speech. 

The interest of the meeting was in its occasion, and in the healthful, 
large pleasure—in the social independence, free open-heartedness— 
self-unconsciousness which belonged to the time. If the presidential 
demand for a speech was not responded to, the excuse was better than 
any speech would have been. You might be called on again and 
again. It was no good reason that you had already bestowed your 
tediousness upon the company. You did not feel that it was a rea- 
son, and spoke what came straight from mind and heart, and would 
not stay at home. There were gentlemen present from different and 
distant parts of the State. It was pleasant to meet upon the terms 
we did, those so widely separated from us in the every-day affairs of 
life. It was pleasant to take by the hand, or to listen to the manly, 
generous, friendly word which came to us from mountain and valley, 
to sit down with, and to talk and to speak with such associates, of 
matters which we al! had equally so much at heart, as if we were near 
neighbors laboring for a common good. 

We had song and story, and humor and fun. Whatever was at 
hand came out, and in such ‘admired disorder’? now and then, that 
you felt that the want of connection, and even a slight irrelevancy, was 
no sin at our feast—nay, that in the demand to put things together 
which belonged together, the whole force of what was uttered was 
better felt as well as better understood. It is a curious psychological 
fact, that a man will rise to speak upon such occasions, namely, when 
the very best disposition to be pleased prevails, and when pleasure 
absolutely bubbles up before its whole cause is displayed—it is curi- 
ous to observe, and especially to experience, how readily and how un- 
consciously the mind then gives up its treasures, and better things may 
be said, than we could under other possible circumstances have ar- 
ranged before hand. So true is this, that men have been surprised at 
the applause they were receiving or received, never dreaming that 
they were saying, or had said, any thing which had the least claim to 
such notice. 

In the course of the evening, the President referred to a communi- 
cation which had been made at the business meeting. <A letter 
was read which had been received from the Executors of the will of 
the late Mr. Thomas Dowse, enclosing a donation to the Society from 
his estate of five hundred dollars toward the funds of the Society. 
Mr. Dowse’s Executors had been led to make this gift, because of the 
deep feeling of gratitude often expressed in his last illness to his medi- 
cal advisers, Professor Morrill Wyman, of Cambridge, and Dr. Wel- 
lington, of Cambridgeport, who had not only been faithful physicians 
to him, but had done all in their power, as friends, to diminish the suf- 
ferings of his last hours. In honor of such a friend to the Society, 
the memory of ‘Thomas Dowse”’ was proposed. The members of 
the Association rose, and in silence paid their tribute of reverence to 
one who had so deeply honored their profession. 

Our symposium reached the small hours; and here and there one 
was seen stealthily disappearing. But his place was soon filled, and 
the table was still “‘full.”” At length we all departed, expressing the 
pleasure with which our coming together had been crowned, and with 
anticipations of a reunion after the lapse of another year. W. C. 
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SANTONIN AS A VERMIFUGE. 

InrorMATION in regard to the use of sanfonin, as a vermifuge, is 
asked for by ‘‘ A Junior Practitioner.” 

This substance is derived from the ‘‘ European wormseed,”’ the se- 
men contra, as it has long been termed. Lately there seems to have 
been great success from its employment, in Europe. So far as we are 
aware, it has not been used in this country, or, at all events, but in- 
frequently. We cannot remember any record of its effects in any of 
our Medical Journals. 

Wood & Bache, in the Appendix to their Tenth Edition (p. 1404), 
thus speak of the ‘ peculiar principle which has received the name of 
santonin.”” ‘It isa powerful anthelmintic, and, from its want of 
taste, is much used in Europe in the treatment of worms in children, 
The dose is from one to four grains twice a day. It has also been 
employed with considerable asserted success in the treatment of in- | 
termittent fever. In over-doses it may prove dangerous. The case 
of a child of four years old is recorded, in which, after the administra- 
tion of only three grains, severe abdominal pains came on, with vomit- 
ing and purging, great prostration, cold sweats, spasms of the extre- 
mities, and dilated pupils; though the patient ultimately recovered.” 
—(Ann. de Thérap., 1852, p. 218.) 

We referred, in our issue of June 25, 1857, at page 411, to an ele- 
gant preparation of santonin, furnished by a French pharmaceutist. 
Messrs. Fougera, of New York city, supply the article, and it is on 
sale here by Metcalf & Co. Each of the sugar-pluins (dragées) con- 
tains one grain of santonin and one half a grain of jalap. Put up in 
this form, it is very easily administered to children, and has been 
found exceedingly efficacious. 


CRIMINAL ABORTION. 

Messrs. Eptrors,—‘‘ B.” is much obliged to you for sending him the co- 
pies of the New Hampshire Medical Journal for July and August, in 
the latter of which the editor pays him his particular respects. ‘‘ B.” 
is very tenacious of his rights, and does not like to have his articles at- 
tributed to any one else. He therefore feels compelled to disown the 
authorship of your article of July 23d, presuming, at the same time, 
that you write your own editorials. 

‘“«B.” is very much astonished to learn, that his identity ‘‘ was almost 
compulsorily acknowledged at a Medical Society’s meeting and has 
never yet been publicly known.” Ile has good reason to believe that 
he has beeu well known as an occasional contributor to your pages, 
and that he was known to be the author of the article which has crea- 
ted this tempest in the New Hampshire teapot, even by the one who 
attacked him at the Suffolk District Medical Society. 

‘““B.” is forced to the conclusion, that the ‘ personal acquaintance 
and friend’’ is one of two individuals, the personal prejudices of one of 
whom would render him an incompetent witness. The other stands 
in such a relation to the profession that his evidence would not, by it- 
self, be considered of much worth among the profession in Boston. 
As ‘B.”’ was chairman of the first committee who handled this matter, 
even before Dr. Storer lectured upon the subject, and has been always 
active in trying to put an end to the connection of the Society and 
those who are engaged in irregular practices, his brethren in Boston 
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would probably receive his evidence as quite as valuable as that of 
the “personal acquaintance and friend.” ‘ B.”’ has not heard that 
he has lost caste with the profession here, nor does he think that the 
readers of the New Hampshire Journal would look upon him as such a 
monster of iniquity, if that Journal would re-publish his whole article 
in place of the mere sentence which has given so much trouble. 

The editor of the New Hampshire Journal does not know “ B.” 
except by name, and if he knew what a mild individual he is, and how 
incapable of replying to anything severe, he would doubtless spare 
him his merciless moxa. 

As “B.” does not take the New York journals, it would gratify 
him if the New Hampshire Journal would let him know when and in 
what one he was ‘‘denounced.”? Having written nothing and said 
nothing which he does not think he can prove, he will pursue the sub- 
ject further and over his real signature if it is thought proper by the 
respectable part of the profession, when the New Hampshire Journal 
will say who their ‘‘ personal acquaintance and friend” is. Till then, 
the medical men of Boston will probably deny the competency of that 
friend’s testimony, and how they would receive it afterward remains 
to be seen. “BY 


AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION. 

Tue American Dental Association held its third annual meeting in 
this city, at the Meionaon, commencing August 4th. The session con- 
tinued fourdays. At the opening of the convention the chair was occu- 
pied by the President, Dr. Chapin A. Harris, of Baltimore. Dr. Taylor, 
of Cincinnati, from the Business Committee, reported the following 
programme :—Ist, President’s Address; 2d, Election of Officers ; 3d, 
debate—‘‘ What are the best means for securing a healthy denture ”’ ; 
4th, debate—‘‘ What are the mechanical appliances necessary to se- 
cure the same’’; 5th, debate on the ‘“ best manner of treating Alveo- 
lar Abscess’; 6th, discussion on Mechanical Dentistry ; 7th, discus- 
sion on Filling Teeth. Speeches to be limited to ten minutes, unless 
otherwise ordered. 

The President excused himself from delivering the address, which 
he had been prevented from preparing on account of ill health. The 
Association then proceeded to the election of officers, and after seve- 
ral ballotings the following were chosen: Prof. James Taylor, of Cin- 
cinnati, President ; Dr. Elisha Tucker, of Boston, Vice President; Dr. 
L. W. Rogers, of Utica, N. Y., Recording Secretary; Dr. Josiah 
Forbes, of St. Louis, Corresponding Secretary. 

On the second day an animated discussion took place on the causes 
of the decay of the teeth. Among the causes assigned, were the use 
of saleratus and cream of tartar, want of cleanliness, the action of 
hydrochloric acid in the atmosphere near the sea, the use of salt and 
vinegar in sea-faring persons, and general feebleness of constitution. 
The Association subsequently passed resolutions establishing a fund 
for a series of physiological, pathological and hygienic experiments, 
as connected with the dental science, particularly to investigate the 
effect of the various kinds of food on the constitution with especial 
reference to the effect on the teeth. 

The subjects of filling teeth and of alveolar abscess were also dis- 
cussed, Various other topics connected with the dental art also re- 
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ceived the attention of the Association. A committee appointed to 
examine a specimen of ‘‘ plastic gold,’’ sent from Paris by Dr. Wieber, 
reported through Dr. Dwinnelle, of New York, that the article is the 
same as has been used in this country for six years past, and is not so 
good as some now made. On the afternoon of the third day the As- 
sociation were invited by their brethren to an excursion in the harbor. 
About two hundred persons appeared on board the steamer Neptune, 
with a band of music. The party stopped at Nahant and Hull, and 
returned to Boston at 10 o’clock, having had a most successful and 
agreeable excursion. 

The discussions on the fourth day were of a miscellaneous character. 
A resolution, offered by Dr. Buckingham, of New York, expressing 
the thanks of the Convention to the Dentists of Boston for their cour- 
tesies, was unanimously carried. The Association adjourned sine die, 
on Friday, the 7th inst. 


Boylston Medical Prize Questions.—A premium of sixty dollars, or a 
gold medal of that value, has been awarded, by the Boylston Medical 
Prize Committee, to Dr. W. W. Morland, of Boston, for a Dissertation 
on ‘The Pathology and Treatment of the Diseases of the Urinary 
Organs.’’ Another premium of similar value was awarded to Dr. 
Ephraim Cutter, of Woburn, for a Dissertation on ‘ Under what cir- 
cumstances do the usual Signs furnished by Auscultation and Percus- 
sion prove fallacious? ’’ We refer to the advertisement for the sub- 
jects for the prizes to be awarded in 1858 and 1859. 


S'atue of Bichat.—An interesting meeting was held at the School of 
Medicine of Paris, on the 16th of July. A statue of Bichat, by David 
D’Angers, was inaugurated. The Minister of Public Instruction pre- 
sided, and delivered a discourse, to which Dr. Amédée Latour, editor 
of the Union Médicale, replied. M. Paul Dubois, Dean, spoke for the 
Faculty, and Baron Larry for the Army. M. Bouillaud delivered the 
oration on the life and public services of Bichat. The figure stands 
with the arms folded on the breast, and behind is extended a subject 
ready for the dissecting knife. Truly a French design ! 


Health of the City.—<A large increase in the number of deaths from 
“cholera infantum ”’ will be noticed, the mortality from this cause (15) 
coming next to that from consumption. There were 6 deaths from 
“‘dropsy in the head,”’ and only 2 each from dysentery and scarlatina. 
The number of deaths during the corresponding week of 1856 was 78, 
of which 11 were from consumption, 16 from cholera infantum, 8 from 
dysentery, 3 from ‘‘ dropsy in the head,’’ 2 from scarlatina. 


MarriEp,—In this city, 6th inst., John N. Niles, M.D., to Abby M. &. Phelps, both of Boston.—In North 
Brookfield, 4th inst., Henry T. Bates, M.D., of Lowell, to Miss Lottie H. Bush. 


Communications Received.—Letter from Vienna.—Treatment of Non-Membranous Croup.—Case of Ty- 
phoid Fever, with probable Perforation, and Recovery.—Chloroform and Ether. 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, August 8th, 73. Males, 45—Females, 28.— 
Accident, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—burns, 1—consumption, 17—convulsions, 2—cholera infantum, 15 
—croup, 2—dysentery, 2—diarrhcea, 1—dropsy, 1—dropsy in the head, 6—debility, 1—infantile diseases, 
6—insanity, 1—typhoid fever, 2—scarlet fever, 2—gangrene, 1—hamorrhage, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 
ne = - lungs, 1—disease of the liver, 2—marasmus, 1—teething, 2—thrush, 1—unknown, 1— 
whooping cough, 1. 

Under 5 years, 42—between 5 and 20 years, 3—between 20 and 40 years, 13—between 40 and 60 years, 
9-~above 60 years, 6. Born in the United States, 50—Ireland, 19—other places, 4. 
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Medical College of Ohio.—It has been mentioned in the Journal that the “ Mia- 
mi Medical College,’’ in Cincinnati, had become united with the older “ Medical 
College of Ohio.”” The Cincinnati Medical Observer, in an article upon the sub- 
ject of the union, says— 

“ As we have already said, it is the aim, in this new organization, to unite the 
ee interests, patronage, and teaching facilities, which, for several years, 

ave been divided between the Medical College of Ohio, and the Miami School, 
It is certainly to the interest of the profession of this city and valley, of all inter- 
ested in the success of legitimate medical teaching in this city, of our citi- 
zens at large, to unite their efforts and influence for the complete success of 
an energetic, capable and earnest medical institution here. We learn that an 
arrangement has been made by which the large museum, chemical apparatus, 
&c. of the Miami Medical College, will be transferred to the Medical College of 
Ohio, thus rendering the means of illustration ample and complete. The large 
Dispensary, which has been connected with the Miami Medical College, will 
become attached to the Medical College of Ohio, and continue to afford valuable 
clinical instruction to pupils.” 


Yellow Fever has made its appearance in Philadelphia, two cases being report- 
ed as fatal previous to the 28thof July. They were both trom vessels just arrived, 
and were sick before reaching that port. It is a singular coincidence that one of 
them should have been in the same neighborhood in which the earliest cases 
occurred in 1853.— American (N. Y.) Medical Monthly. 


Treatment of Frost Bites among the Esquimauz.—An Esquimaux had his leg fro- 
zen above the knee, stiff, colorless, and to all appearances lifeless. He was 
placed in a snow house at a temperature of 20 degrees below zero. The parts 
were then bathed with ice-cold water for about two hours, then enveloped in furs 
for three or four hours. Then frictions were used, first with the feathery side of a 
bird skin, then with snow, alternately wrapping the limb in furs, and rubbing it 
for nearly 24 hours. It was then carefully wrapped up, aud the temperature of 
the snow house elevated by lamps above zero. Ou the third day the patient was 
taken to his house (where they have often a temperature of 70 or 80 degrees), 
and in 70 hours he was walking about, with only a slight frost-bite on one of his 
toes.—Dr. I. J. Hays, before Ohio Med. Soc. 


Medical Staff of the U. S. Army.—We learn that at the recent meeting of the 
Army Medical Board, at New York, about twenty-five applicants presented them- 
selves for examination, of which number five were reported to the War Depart- 
ment, as qualified for appointment in the Medical Staff. The following list com- 
prises the names of the successful candidates, and of the medical schools from 
which they received their diplomas :—Dr. Robert Bartholomew, of Maryland, 
graduate of the University of Maryland ; Dr. J. C. Bailey, of Pennsylvania, gra- 
duate of the Medical Department of the Pennsylvania College ; Dr. J. C. McKee, 
of New York, graduate of the University of Penusylvania ; Dr. K. Ryland, of Mis- 
souri, graduate of the Missouri Medical College; Dr. W. A. Carswell, of South 
Carolina, graduate of the Charleston Medical College.—N. A. Med. Chirurg. Rev. 


Singular Case of Lactution—A few days siuce my attention was called, by a 
friend, to an old woman who was suckling her grandchild. Seven years ago I 
delivered her of her last child, which died a few weeks after, and, in womens’ 

arlance, her milk scou dried up. Last Christmas her eldest daughter died, leav- 
ing aa infant, which fell to her charge. As she stated to me, at night the child 
would take the nipple in its mouth, until she actually began to give an abundant 
supply of milk, after an interval of more than six years of uonlactation. Any one 
who has curiosity about the matter, can see this singular case by going to the 
kitchen of the late Russell Dudley, diagonally opposite the United States hotel.— 
Dr. Tuomas Jounson, in Virg. Med. Jour. 

Thenard, the celebrated French chemist, died a few weeks since at the advanc-. 
ed age of eighty. He was formerly a Pzer of France and Chancellor of the Uni 
versity ; also a member of the Institute, and a Grand Officer of the Legion of 
Honor. Sestier, the well-known author of a treatise on (Edema of the Glottis, is 
also dead.— Western Lancet. 
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